Dear Students,

After having read about the terrible conditions slaves had to endure in Haiti, you will next be reading about the experience of slaves in the south of the United States, in an article by Edward Baptist:

Edward E. Baptist, “Towards a Political Economy of Slave Labor:  Hands, Whipping-Machines, and Modern Power,” in Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman, eds., Slavery’s Capitalism.  A New History of American Economic Development.  Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016, pp. 31-61.
The Baptist article looks at conditions in vast areas of the lower South, to the west of the Appalachian Mountains and north of the Gulf of Mexico, that became areas of intense cotton cultivation.  The rich soil, warm climate, and plentiful rainfall of this region made it perfect for growing cotton.
Slaves in the original southern colonies, along the Atlantic seaboard, had been mostly used to grow tobacco, rice, and indigo (a source of blue fabric dye).  More and more slaves became involved in cotton production as the Industrial Revolution took off in England at the end of the eighteenth century and as that Revolution spread in the early nineteenth century to other areas, like the northeast of the United States.  Cotton goods led this epochal shift towards factory-based production.  As the demand for more and more cotton rose, slaves were sold from eastern states to work on new cotton plantations west of the Appalachians.

By 11.59 PM on Monday, May 10, you are to write a paper on the Baptist article, examining a number of issues.  Your paper should get somewhere close to the bottom of page three and may continue onto the top of page four if you wish.  You are to discuss the difference in labor regimes between the old slaveholding states on the Atlantic Seaboard and the new areas opened up for cotton cultivation further west.  How was life different for slaves in one region compared to the other?  How was production increased in cotton-growing areas?  How did the increase in production and the riches it brought forth affect Southerners’ conceptions of themselves and their political ambitions?  Use a few well-chosen, short quotes from the Baptist article to illustrate and emphasize your points.  Please do a very careful reading of the article.  Papers not based on the article will earn a low grade.  This is a horrific story, that I hope you will tell well. 
Best wishes,   Joseph Cartolano
